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Unendlich Holz  
Endless wood 

1. Looking 

1.1. Inspiration 

Wood both in nature as its application in products and buildings are a source of inspiration 

for the work of Onix NL. The diversity of its appearance seems endless, the characteristics 

seem contradictory 

 

Image 1 and 2: massive trunks till filigran branches and leaves  

The range of applications show the same broad variety. 

 

Image 3 and 4: elegant violins and sturdy scandinavian lumber homes  

1.2. The logic of wood architecture 

Wood is one of our firm’s materials of choice for expression, exploring and build-
ing. Primarily it is the material best suited for exploring new possibilities again and again 

also in combination with other materials. It is the first thing that comes to mind when 

constructing anything, its plentiful, not overly expensive, available in manageable com-

ponents.  

2.  Searching 

2.1. Strangely familiar 

In many of our designs and buildings we play with traditional and familiar forms. At first 

glance they seem ordinary but when taking a closer look one will find it is not so ordinary 

after all. 

We are always researching new, powerful means of expression, exploring spaces, shapes, 

materials that touch and involve people. 
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Image 5 and 6: Nature barn: educational facility. The whole structure and all surfaces are made of wood and 
all the details are executed so smoothly that the result is a veritable monolith. The chimneys are transformed 
into lightwells.  

2.2. Cut cake (gesneden koek) 

This is a Dutch expression with an ambiguous meaning. Literally it means slicing off a 

piece of cake, figuratively it is an expression for something being common ground, some-

thing everybody is familiar with. In some designs we juxtapose both meanings, making a 

game out what familiar elements to use or and what to change. 

 

Image 7 and 8: Care barn: A barn made of local wood with a common structure. By changing the shape of  
the building skin the structure is exposed on the outside.   

2.3. Innovation through experimentation 

We believe that only through the experiment innovation is possible. The exploration of 

craftsmanship thus undertaken by Onix with every new project is of course not a goal in 

itself, but always related to the architecture. Important in this respect is never just how 

something has been made, but chiefly how the spaces function, both as an experience 

and in daily use. Also, how the exterior shapes manifest themselves, contribute to the 

environment, what response do they provoke.  

 

Image 9 and 10: Entrance kiosk, solid wooden elements stacked together.  



9. Europäischer Kongress EBH 2016 

Unendlich Holz | H. Meijer 

 
5 

3.  Making 

With our architecture we want to create places that provoke emotions and interaction. 

Every project, every design is unique and requires a specific approach. But some design-

tactics can be recognized: 

3.1. Simplifying / Standardisation  

We like to make a design as simple as possible. Simple buildings are more understandable 

and the quality of the building itself will be better. A tactic is to start a design by using 

one standard element to build up the whole building.  

 

Image 11 and 12: Wrapped house. The existing house got a new skin. Adding insulation for comfort and new 
cladding to protect its exterior. The wood cladding has one size and all the different finishes possible by the 
manufacturer. The house received a prize for the happiest building of Groningen.  

3.2. Simplifying / Combining  

We want to keep things simple by combining elements. In this way a building becomes a 

contemporary object with traditional elements, materials and production methods. On  

a scale of detailing we combine roofs and gutters, doors and walls, columns and window 

frames. 

         

Image 13 and 14: Apartment building Enschede. We incorporated the window frames with the structural  
columns and the wooden doors. 

3.3. Flexible finish 

We develop each project in close contact with clients, craftsmen and others, striving to 

convince them of the advantages of wood. We advocate it: this is the material that is the 

easiest to adjust as you go along. It will allow you to correct mistakes, to make improve-

ments, or, in other words: it is a forgiving material that allows for alternative applications 

when along the way or upon completion new insights present themselves. 
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Image 15 and 16: Stair house. Together with the client we developed a house as sequence floors separated by 
three or four steps. The rooms are all spatially connected. The house has a simple wood structure and all the 
surfaces are made of plywood. Because of the flexibility of the material all construction problems could be 
solved on site within the small budget.  

3.4. Blurring of Boundaries 

Wood can be used for any surface: floors, ceilings, roofs, walls, window frames and doors. 

each type of wood has its own purpose, and if the right wood is picked it can be used for 

every purpose in the room.  

 

Image 17 and 18: Groningen Music Academy. For this refurbishment we covered the theatre floor walls and 
ceiling, staircase and lobby furniture with. Creating a new elegance and grandeur to the space and in the same 
time improve the acoustic quality and comfort of the spaces. Image 18 Centrum voor beeldende kunst (center 
for visual arts)  

3.5. Proto-Typologies 

Of Re-occurring themes and assignments we develop proto-types. Every prototype has a 

specific design approach, but each design is unique because of the wishes of the client, 

qualities of the context etc..  

 

Image 19 and 20: Based on a traditional barn, we developed a truss-structure in the shape of a cube. A small 
structure that can be used for different functions, on different locations, and is movable and de- en remounta-
ble. The units can be combined into larger structures. The beams and trusses are hollow, so they are light and 
easy to assemble.  
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3.6. Inherent finishes 

Wood is an organic, relatively fast growing material, for every wood type there is the right 

application and if the right wood is applied it can be used for every element in a building. 

New wood products and finishes reach the market every week, making new applications 

possible. Onix is very involved with these developments. Our main focus are developments 

that make it possible to use local woods and products that can preserve wood without 

consealing it. We like the way wood ages and weathers and use this as an asset in our 

designs. 

 

Image 21 and 22: The Blackbird was inspiration for this private house. The wood cladding is charred to get a 
shiny, black character. Doors and window frames are lacquered transparently to match is yellow beak. 

 

Image 23 and 24: Poplar garden The small house is completely made of 1 local type of wood. By a new boiling 
process, the wood should able resist rot.  

  

Image 25 and 26: Traffic-bridge The first wooden bridge for cars in Holland, made of curved trusses with lami-
nated beams.  


